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PESTICIDE  LABELS 
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ÁRead and understand the Label! 

ÁRead and understand  

the entire Label! 

 

 

 

 

#1 Answer 

Labels 
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ÁBefore you buy the pesticide 

ÁBefore you mix the pesticide 

ÁBefore you apply the pesticide 

ÁBefore you dispose of the pesticide  

or its container 

 

When Do You Read the Label? 

Labels 
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ÁGet copies of labels and 

MSDSs and keep in a 

reference binder or file 

ÁStore the binder or files 

outside of the pesticide 

storage area for quick 

access in case of 

emergency 

 

Have Access to Your Labels 

Labels 
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PERSONAL 

PROTECTIVE  

EQUIPMENT  
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ÁPurchase before the  

spray season starts 

ÁDoes it match the  

requirements of the  

products you will be  

using? 

ÁHow do you have it stored? 

ÁHave you replaced worn-out PPE? 

 

Do You H ave the Required PPE? 

PPE 
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SPRAYER 

CALIBRATION  
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ÁKeep a record of all your calibrations;  

o It is a time saver later 

ÁDo you know how to  

do the 1/128th of an  

acre boom sprayer  

calibration? 

ÁKnow the value of  

correct calibration! 

Do You Calibrate Your Sprayers? 

Calibration 
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INTEGRATED  PEST 

MANAGEMENT  (IPM)  
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ÁIdentify the pest 

ÁMonitor for pest populations 

ÁEstablish action threshold 

ÁChoose appropriate control tactics 

ÁEvaluate the results 

 

 

Use Integrated Pest Management  

IPM 
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ÁWhat is the life cycle? 

ÁAre certain products  

more effective than  

others? 

 

 

Know Your Pests Before You Treat! 

 

IPM 
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ÁWrong pesticide for  

the pest, can cost  

you money and does  

nothing to solve  

your problem. 

ÁSome insects and  

diseases cause little damage to certain 

plants, and some weeds are not 

competitive. 

 

Know Your Pests Before You Treat! 

IPM 
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ÁWill cause trouble this year 

o Scout the field or garden to determine the 

presence and extent of the pest 

o Do the past or current weather conditions 

favor a major infestation 

o Is the crop close to harvest 

 

Determine Whether the Pest(s) é 

IPM 
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ÁWill cause trouble this year 

o Can you accept superficial damage or 

absolutely no damage at all 

o Understand thresholds and the principle of 

managing populations 

 

Determine Whether the Pest(s) é 

IPM 
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ÁReasonable cost 

ÁProtect the  

Environment 

o Biological   

o Mechanical 

o Cultural 

o Genetic 

o Chemical 

Combine Effective Techniques  

into an IPM Approach 

Image: Penn State Pesticide Education Program 

IPM 
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ÁProtect beneficial 

predators and 

parasites that help 

control the pest 

Promote Biological Control 

IPM 
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ÁDonôt gamble and delay treatment when 

you know a pesticide will be needed 

ÁPesticide effectiveness often depends on 

a specific timing and placement relative to 

the crop and/or pest 

 

Do Not Wait To Treat! 

IPM 
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ÁWaiting too long  

can leave you with  

no effective way  

to control the pest 

 

 

Do Not Wait To Treat 

IPM 
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Á2nd flushes of weeds may or may not be 

competitive 

ÁRe-infestations of insects or diseases may 

or may not cause unacceptable plant 

damage 

 

Re-infestation or Regrowth 

IPM 
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ÁKnow what you can tolerate and continue 

monitoring after every application. 

Re-infestation or Regrowth 

Image: Penn State Pesticide Education Program 

IPM 
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ÁRescue treatments are used to help 

prevent: 

o Weed seed production 

o Harvest problems 

o Pest contamination  

of the crop 

 

Use Rescue Treatments 

IPM 
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PESTICIDE  SPILLS 
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ÁKeep absorbent  

material such as cat  

litter readily available 

ÁClean up both liquid  

and dry spills  

immediately 

ÁDispose of pesticide  

spill materials properly 

 

Prevent Spills 

Pesticide Spills 
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FATE  OF PESTICIDES 
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ÁNatural or man-made 

physical barriers 

o Can reduce spray  

drift, water runoff,  

and soil erosion 

 

Understand the  

Importance of  Buffers 

Image: Penn State Pesticide Education Program 

Fate of Pesticides 
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RESISTANCE 

MANAGEMENT  
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ÁLook for the Group Number  

on the label to indicate  

mode of action (MOA) 

ÁRotate pesticides with  

different MOAs 

ÁTank mixtures or premixes  

that contain multiple MOA  

can help 

 

Understand Resistance Management 

Image: Penn State Pesticide Education Program 

Resistance Management 
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ÁBe aware of 

o State disposal regulations. 

o Local and municipality  

ordinances 

ÁCheck out CHEMSWEEP 

o www.pda.state.pa.us/CHEMSWEEP 

No Longer Plan  

To Use a Registered Pesticide 

Disposal 
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Deadline to submit inventories:  February 28, 2016 
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ÁDispose of properly. 

ÁUse the Plastic  

Pesticide Container  

Recycling Program 

o Find recycling partner  
drop-off locations: 

- www.pda.state.pa.us/pesticiderecycling 

Triple- or Pressure-Rinse òEmptyó 

Liquid Product Containers 

© Penn State Pesticide Education Program 

Disposal 
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34 

H OW DO YOU STORE  

YOUR PESTICIDES? 

Storage 
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ÅCan you find  

six things you 

shouldnôt do? 

What Is Wrong In This Picture? 

Storage 
Image: Penn State Pesticide Education Program 
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What Is Wrong In This Picture? 

1. Food should not 

be near 

pesticides 

 

 

 

 

Storage 
Image: Penn State Pesticide Education Program 
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What Is Wrong In This Picture? 

1. Food should not 

be near 

pesticides 

2. Do not store 

different types of 

pesticides 

together 

 

 

 

 

Storage 
Image: Penn State Pesticide Education Program 
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What Is Wrong In This Picture? 

1. Food should not 

be near 

pesticides 

2. Do not store 

different types of 

pesticides 

together 

3. Do not store PPE 

with chemicals 

 

 

 

 

Storage 
Image: Penn State Pesticide Education Program 
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What Is Wrong In This Picture? 

1. Food should not 
be near pesticides 

2. Do not store 
different types of 
pesticides together 

3. Do not store PPE 
with chemicals 

4. Avoid wood 
shelving. Wood 
can absorb 
chemicals 

 

 

 

 

Storage 
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What Is Wrong In This Picture? 

1. Food should not be 
near pesticides 

2. Do not store 
different types of 
pesticides together 

3. Do not store PPE 
with chemicals 

4. Avoid wood 
shelving. Wood can 
absorb chemicals 

5. Store containers 
right-side up 

 

 

 

 

Storage 
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What Is Wrong In This Picture? 

1. Food should not be 
near pesticides 

2. Do not store different 
types of pesticides 
together 

3. Do not store PPE with 
chemicals 

4. Avoid wood shelving. 
Wood can absorb 
chemicals 

5. Store containers right-
side up 

6. Do not use carpets on 
floor 

 

 

 

 

Storage 
Image: Penn State Pesticide Education Program 
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Use Secondary Containment 

Storage 

Image: Penn State Pesticide Education Program 



Click to edit Master title style 

ÅClick to edit Master text styles 

ïSecond level 

ÅThird level 
ïFourth level 

» Fifth level 

2/22/2016 43 Pesticide  Education  Program 

Avoid Direct Sunlight onto Pesticides 

Storage 
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POLLINATORS  
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ÁKnow the blooming  

period of plants in the 

area 

ÁFollow all label  

directions and  

precautions 

 

Protect Our Pollinators! 

Pollinators 
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ÁMost pesticides are not  

toxic to bees 

ÁWhen using a pollinator- 

toxic pesticide, make  

sure you know the  

proximity of commercial 

hives and native  

pollinator habits 

 

Protect Our Pollinators! 

Pollinators 

Image: Penn State Pesticide Education Program 
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VDetermine if the pesticide may be toxic  

to pollinators 

ïThe Environmental Hazard section of a label 

will indicate if a PTP is moderately or highly 

toxic to bees if they come in contact with the 

pesticide 

ïThere is also a ñpractically non-toxic to 

pollinatorsò category of pesticides 

 

Pollinator Protection Checklist 

Pollinators 
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Makes it clear that pesticide products can  
kill bees and pollinators. 

49 
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DRIFT  
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ÁItôs the pesticide applicatorôs responsibility to 
avoid drift problems 

ÁRead the laws and label directions as they 
are written to limit environmental problems 

ÁApplicators must understand the 
consequences of not using pesticides 
properly: 

o In the environment and as well as the serious and 
long-lasting effects on humans, plants, and 
animals  

 

Applicator Responsibilities 

Drift 



Click to edit Master title style 

ÅClick to edit Master text styles 

ïSecond level 

ÅThird level 
ïFourth level 

» Fifth level 

2/22/2016 54 Pesticide  Education  Program 

ÁKeep spray droplets on target 

ÁLegal responsibility of the applicator 

ÁKnow application variables to minimize 

drift: 
o Type of nozzles 

o Acceptable weather  

conditions 

o Buffer area 

o Use of a shield on sprayer 

 

Avoid Drift  

Drift 


