
Mid-Atlantic Grower 
Experiences with Honeycrisp 



Grower Panelists 

Zoe Milburn, Elkton, MD 

Bennett Saunders, Piney River, VA 

Joe Lerew, Lerew Orchards, York Springs, PA 



Zoe—Milburn Orchards 
 6 acres of Honeycrisp  

 Preferred rootstock—G.11 

Market—U-pick and retail  

Major challenges—Lenticel breakdown/decay 

                            sunburn 

 



Bennett—Saunders Brothers Orchard 

 3.5 bearing acres; 5 non-bearing 

 Prefers B. 9 rootstock at 3 x 13 ft 

Market—Farm markets, city markets 

Major challenges—Bitter pit, rot, getting trees to fill space 

 



Joe—Lerew Orchards 
 32 acres of Honeycrisp 

 Prefers M.26 rootstock at 6 x 16 ft 

Market—Fresh packed 

Major challenges – Bitter pit, getting 4 
supervisors and 60 harvesters on same 
page for spot picking 



4 QUESTIONS 



Site Selection and 
Pre-Plant Tips? 



Pre-Plant Considerations 
that have Long-Term Impacts 



Site Selection and  
Pre-Plant Tips     

          



Other Details before 
Trees are Planted?? 



Keys to Success: 
Planting to Full 

Bearing? 



 
 
 

Planting to Full Bearing 
• Plant early 
• First 3 years - Grow the tree! 
• Maintain a strong central leader 



Specialized 
Management at Full 

Production? 



Weekly Spray Program 
“Just” for Honeycrisp 



Full Production 

 Cropping for Quality 
 Return Bloom? 

100 
count 



- Pruning for balance 

- Strategic chemical/ hand 
thinning 
- 8 lbs actual Ca/season 
for improved N+K+Mg/Ca 
ratios 
 
 



Harvest and 
Handling? 



Harvest and Handling 





- Assessing maturity along with marketable red color 
(4 supervisors, 60 harvesters, 5 picks) 
- Care to prevent bruising (¾ full bin) 

- Drop control before and during harvest 
 



Discussion? 


