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How the U.S. Apple Association 
Works with the 

Mid-Atlantic Tree Fruit Industry 



About US Apple Association 

• Represents the apple value chain 

• Farm gate value ≅ $4 billion/yr 

• Downstream value ≅ $14 billion/yr 



About US Apple Association 

2014-15 Chairman 
 
Mark Nicholson 
Red Jacket Orchards 
Geneva, NY 
 
 



David Benner 

El Vista Orchards 

Fairfield, PA 

 

 

Mark Boyer 

Ridgetop Orchards 

Fishertown, PA 

  

 

Ken Guise 

Knouse Foods 

Peach Glen, PA 
 

USApple Board of Directors 
Members from Pennsylvania 

2015 



What we do 

• Develop & influence federal policies 

• Work to  consumption of US apples & products 

• Facilitate communication with industry 

• Manage crisis issues 

• Develop future industry leaders 



What we do 

• Develop & influence federal policies 

o Farm Bill 

Gov’t purchases  $400 million 

Market access  $200 million 

Block grants   $85 million 

Research   $80 million 

Pests & diseases $75 million 

 



What we do 

• Develop & influence federal policies 

o Trade 

China – US expects to ship 5 million bushels within 2 years 

 



What we do 



What we do 

• Develop & influence federal policies 

o Environment 

Founding member Minor Crop Farmer Alliance 

Pollinator Protection Working Group 

EPA worker protection standards 

EPA spray drift guidance 

Waters of the US 

Stink Bug Research - $5.4 million 

 

 



What we do 

• Develop & influence federal policies 

o Immigration 

o Food Safety 

o Crop Insurance 

 

 



What we do 

• Work to  consumption of US apples & products 

o Digital & social media 

o Media tours 

o Dieticians, chefs & foodservice directors 

o Health research – heart disease, diabetes, childhood obesity 















What we do 

• Manage crisis issues 

o Listeria monocytogenes 



What we do 

• Manage crisis issues 

o Arctic® apple 

FDA says same safety & nutritional benefits 

Not in the marketplace for several years 

All other apples will be non-GM 

Developer commits to labeling 



What we do 

• Communicate with industry 

o Production & Utilization Analysis 

o Market News 

o Apple Bites 

o Apple News 



What we do 

• Apple Crop Outlook & Marketing Conference 

o Crop forecast 

o Speakers 

Environmental regulations 

Retail consumers 

Biotechnology 

Food safety 



What we do 

• Apple Crop Outlook & Marketing Conference 

Save the date! 

August 20 – 21, 2015 

Ritz-Carlton Hotel 

Chicago, IL 

 

 

 





David Benner, II 

El Vista Orchards, Inc. 

Fairfield, PA 

  

Karen Druschel 

Dawson's Orchards 

Enon Valley, PA 

  

Patrick O'Hara 

OHF Orchards LLC 

Mountain Top, PA 

Peter Rice Wolfe 

Rice Fruit Company 

Gardners, PA 

  

Eliza Greenman 

Legacy Fruit Trees 

Dugspur, VA 

Mid-Atlantic Participants in 2015 
Young Apple Leader Program 



thank you! 
 

jbair@usapple.org 




