As I write this letter winter is moving by rapidly.  We have had our share of snow and ice, and as growers we are anxious for spring and the promise of a new season. The past 2 months have been busy with many exciting opportunities for fruit growers to interact with each other and other industry related persons. 
The Pennsylvania Farm Show offered many improvements this year including the apple contest displays being moved into the main exhibition hall. This allowed the opportunity for many more visitors to the show to view the displays as well as apple samples being handed out by the Pennsylvania Apple Marketing Program (PAMP) staff. Thanks to Karin Rodriquez and her PAMP staff for organizing the apple sampling area. Many Farm Show visitors again enjoyed eating apples, cider, dumplings and other apple products from the apple booth in the food court area. The proceeds from this booth will again be used to fund much needed research for tree fruit. Thanks to those that serve on the Farm Show Committee and to growers and other persons that volunteered to make this again a successful opportunity to showcase the fruit industry in Pennsylvania. 
Congratulations to Hollabaugh Orchards, Biglerville, Pa. on several accomplishments this year.  They took first place on best bushel of apples at the Farm Show and first place for Retail Roadside Market Display.  In addition Brad Hollabaugh received SHAP’s Outstanding Grower of the Year during the Mid Atlantic Fruit and Vegetable Convention banquet. 

The 2011 Mid Atlantic Fruit and Vegetable Convention (MAFVC) was again an outstanding event that provided educational opportunities, exhibits and other industry related meetings.  Held at the Hershey Lodge and Convention Center, we had a normal number of participants in spite of severe weather that included snow and ice. Each year this event takes place as a cooperative effort between SHAP, Pennsylvania Vegetable Growers Association, the Horticultural Society of Maryland and the New Jersey Horticultural Society.  Dr. Joe Schwarcz, Director of McGill University's Office for Science and Society gave an entertaining keynote address titled, “Eating – is there a Solution to the Confusion?”  The apple cider contest produced a first place winner from Shenot Farm in Wexford, Pa. Second place went to Brown’s Orchard, Loganville, Pa. and third place to McCleaf”s Orchard in Biglerville, Pa.  During the annual banquet we were privileged to hear from Pennsylvania’s new Lieutenant Governor, Jim Cawley from Bucks County, and meet our newly appointed Secretary of Agriculture George D. Greig from Crawford County. 
Maryland was well represented at the convention this year with the highest increase in registrations. The Maryland State Horticulture Society awarded Allan Baugher of Baugher’s Orchard in Westminster, Md. with the Maryland annual grower of the year award.  
On Wednesday at the MAFVC I had the opportunity to attend a luncheon with representatives from US Apple association.  They briefed us on the issues they are addressing in Washington that impact the U.S. apple industry, including labor, food safety and global markets. Thanks to their director, Nancy Foster and her staff for representing us in the nations capitol. I do encourage all of us to contact them with our concerns. Be sure to visit their website www.usapple.org for many valuable resources.
I am wishing all of you a normal spring and a profitable, productive season. Please contact me if you have concerns that you feel SHAP should be addressing. 
"Surely the apple is the noblest of fruits." -- Henry David Thoreau
Ed Weaver 
