It’s Party Time in Pennsylvania this month!  All the fun is happening in Gettysburg and the surrounding area on July 16-17 and we hope you can get away to join us!  The International Fruit Tree Association is holding its Summer Study Tour in conjunction with the Field Day at the Penn State Fruit Research and Extension Center in Biglerville.  Not only will there be an opportunity to tour numerous area orchards, but you can do it while conversing with growers from all over the world!  Invariably when a grower is featured in an industry magazine they comment how they decided to ‘plant’ or ‘change’ after returning from an IFTA tour.  Full information is available at www.ifruittree.org.  Additionally there are pre and post tours on July 15 and 18 that you won’t want to miss, but do require registration.  If you are a history buff check out the events planned for the 150’th th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg at http://www.gettysburg.travel/150/event.asp .  Realizing some growers are deeply immersed in the season in mid-July, I still encourage you to take in part in some if not all of this opportunity to learn and to enjoy.
I was headed to the co-op for supplies on Tuesday when I realized I had to make a u-turn for a county meeting which I had forgotten.  (Stay with me on this because I have a point).  It is an informal get-together of a variety of ag-related industries, and we gathered at a respected dairy farmer’s machinery shop.  Afterwards he took me on a tour of his place and taught me so much.  Although my grandfather had a successful dairy and the majority of farms in my county are not fruit orchards, I knew very little of other operations  and had never wished to show my ignorance by asking questions.   On another note, when my uncle would come to visit us during my childhood he would bring my sister and me a box of samples from Lance crackers as he was a salesman for them.  I fondly remember my ‘favorite’ uncle and how my sister and I would set up a table next to the wall heater and play Monopoly while munching on crackers.  Hopefully you question what one has to do with the other and the answer to that is this: I am realizing the tremendous impact of inviting politicians to our farm to educate them about the concerns we have as growers.  If as a farmer I learned so much in an hour from my friend the dairy farmer, think what we have to teach those who have no farming background.  The Lance crackers?  I remember many occasions I was unexpectedly given treats--items that were of little significance to the giver but special to me, and how I would look forward to repaying the giver if I could.  That would be the mindset of a politician who takes home a quart of fresh blueberries, a basket of sweet, juicy peaches or some Honeycrisp apples to their family from a grower that had the opportunity to meet and tour their farm.  Not quite bribery, but similar positive results!  Look for opportunities to influence in a positive way!
See you in Gettysburg, 

Carolyn McQusiton

