Spring brings so many orchard tasks to be done in a short period of time, so I will try to keep this letter short. It is a challenge to find time to write this time of year. Part of the problem is that this time of year I enjoy being outside rather than spending time in the office!
We are finishing up pruning peaches, cherries and plums and at the same time trying to get trees planted, high tunnels skinned, and looking for those optimum times to be spraying.  In addition, we are planning and preparing for our marketing season, hiring summer employees and working on promotions and advertising.  And somewhere in the midst of all that taking some time to enjoy our children and grandchildren. Oh and yes, I must not forget the task of preparing for our daughters wedding in August to be held here at the orchard!  And I consented to the idea of an orchard wedding in peach season??  I must be losing my mind!
I believe spring has finally come here at Weaver’s Orchard, but bloom is happening almost 2 weeks later than last year.  However, that is just fine with me, after some losses to our sweet cherries last year.  I am very optimistic at this time that we will have good crops this year.  At this time all of our tree fruits appear that they will have a good bloom. So if we can avoid those cold frosty mornings and can have some good sunny days for bees to do their work, we should have a good start to a productive crop. 

In our March SHAP board of directors meeting, we approved funds of over $145,000 for research and extension projects.  I want to say thanks to all the growers that participate in providing funds for these projects through your work at the Pennsylvania Farm Show booth, through the Pennsylvania Apple Marketing Program, the processing and apple packer check off programs and contributions to the endowment fund. As our industry faces cuts from other research funding avenues, we as growers will need to continue doing what we can to keep these research and extension projects alive! I also want to thank those growers that have made direct contributions to research through SHAP. This is something every grower should consider. 
My son, Justin was able to join the Young Growers Alliance for a meeting at Corey McLeaf’s orchard near Biglerville last week.  The young growers had the opportunity to see Corey’s diversified farm that includes tree fruit, small fruits and vegetables. Following the young growers meeting, there was a twilight meeting at the Fruit Research and Extension Center (FREC).  Among many relevant and interesting projects to see and talk about, the highest interest was an update by Dr. Greg Krawczyk on the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug (BMSB) research. Some progress is being made in evaluating insecticide efficacy. While they don’t expect a silver bullet solution this year to the BMSB challenge, we appreciate all the work Dr. Krawczyk and his team are putting into this project. Be sure to visit the FREC website, http://frec.cas.psu.edu for disease and insect updates. 
As I sign off for this month, I encourage you to please be vigilant in corresponding with your legislators on the issues our industry is facing.  If you are not a member of the U.S. Apple Association, I encourage you to sign up by visiting www.usapple.org.  The U.S. Apple website is a great place to stay up to date on these issues as well as through Brad Hollabaugh’s Ag Alliance Issues Update in each month’s Pennsylvania Fruit News. 
Have a great spring!

Ed Weaver 

